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VIS I T  DETROIT 'S  BAS I L ICA
The Basi l ica of Ste.  Anne de Detroit  is  the second-oldest  cont inuously

operat ing Cathol ic par ish in the United States.

I t  stands as a place of spi r i tual ,  h istor ical ,  and cultural  s ignif icance in

our c i ty  and our nat ion.

On March 1 ,  2020 Archbishop of Detroit  Al len Vigneron announced

that Pope Francis  named Ste.  Anne Church a minor basi l ica.  The t i t le

is  given to churches around the wor ld to denote a part icular

importance in l i turgical  and pastoral  l i fe and a closer re lat ionship

with the pope. Ste.  Anne is  now one of 86 churches in the United

States —and only  the th i rd church in Michigan —to hold the t i t le of

Minor Basi l ica.  

The par ish was founded by French explorers  in  1701 .  I t  has ministered

to thousands of people dur ing Detroit ' s  most t ry ing t imes f rom the

Great F i re of  1805 to the cholera epidemic of 1834,  the civ i l  unrest  of

1967 and the current coronavi rus pandemic.  I f  you want to learn about

the history of  Detroit ,  th is  is  the place. 

This  is  a lso the place to learn about Detroit ' s  most famous pastor ,  Fr .

Gabrie l  R ichard,  an extraordinary man whose many achievements

include co-founding the Univers i ty  of  Michigan and who is  now on the

path to sainthood. 

Students can also learn about Cathol ic h istory and tradit ions ,  neo-

Gothic architecture and French,  Nat ive American and Lat in American

culture when they v is i t  the Basi l ica of Ste.  Anne.  

https://yysng2gv0rwr0lm94f4pqwyi-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Basilica-Announcement.pdf


BOOK A  TOUR 
Our fr iendly staff  is  ready to ass ist  you in
planning your school 's  v is i t  to the Basi l ica of Ste.
Anne de Detroit .  

Tours must be scheduled in advance as the basilica is
not open during the week to walk-in visitors. 

School  groups are welcome any t ime of the year.
Our most popular  season for  student tours is  the
fal l  when we hold our annual  exhibit  on Fr .
Gabrie l  R ichard and our Dia de los Muertos (Day
of the Dead) celebrat ions.  

We have several  very knowledgeable docents who
wi l l  ensure your students have an enr iching
exper ience.  Tours can include Mass i f  scheduled
in advance.

I f  you are spending the whole day in the city ,  our
team can also recommend din ing opt ions and
other Cathol ic and histor ical  s i tes to v is i t .  We are
here to help!

To get started,  go to ste-anne.org/vis i t-us/.  You
wi l l  f ind much more information and a Tour
Request form. 

Tours usual ly  run 45-60 minutes.  There is  ample
park ing for  cars and buses.  The suggested
donation is  $3 per student and $5 per adult .   

Contact Kr isten Andree at 313-496-1701  or
kr isten.andree@steannedetroit .org for  more
detai ls .  

Photography is  not permitted for  commercial  purposes
without the wr i t ten permiss ion of the Rector of  the
Basi l ica of Ste.  Anne de Detroit .  St i l l -photography is
permitted for  pr ivate non-commercial  use only .




